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Open Grid Europe invests in security of supply  
for North Rhine-Westphalia and Germany  
 
MP Michael Thews visits construction site in Werne 

 
Werne ● Open Grid Europe is investing roughly EUR 150 million in the 

expansion of its Werne compressor station, the centrepiece of the natural gas 

infrastructure in North Rhine-Westphalia and Germany. As project preparations 

got underway, Michael Thews, Member of the German Parliament, visited the 

site to find out first-hand about the project.  

The expansion project is part of the national gas network development plan 

(NDP Gas), a legal instrument designed to ensure the development of 

Germany’s gas infrastructure in line with demand. The expansion of the 

compressor station is necessary to allow the reversal of natural gas flows from 

the North to the South and from the South to the North and to prepare the site 

for the upcoming conversion from L-gas to H-gas. The expansion will also 

increase transportation capacity in Werne by 500,000 m³/h to 6.5 million m³/h. 

The site area earmarked for the new compressor buildings and associated 

installations is about 13 hectares in size. The project is due for completion at 

the end of 2018.  

On a visit to his constituency, MP Michael Thews visited the compressor station 

where he met with, among others, Dr Thomas Hüwener, Open Grid Europe 

board member in charge of technical affairs, for an exchange of thoughts on 

current energy supply topics and the construction project. “The compressor 

station in Werne is a key building block for the security of natural gas supply in 

North Rhine-Westphalia and Germany. With this expansion project we are also 

upgrading the station for the conversion from L-gas to H-gas, which will become 

necessary over the coming years,” Hüwener explained. 

Michael Thews, whose areas of work in the German parliament cover topics 

such as the climate, energy and the environment, underlined the importance of 

the project: “Germany needs a well-developed energy infrastructure. I am 



 

 

 

delighted that Werne plays such a crucial role for energy supply in Germany. 

The planned investments will boost Werne’s role as an energy hub and 

business location. As with electricity it is important also for natural gas to ensure 

security of supply for citizens. This is something we need to be watchful about 

in future energy policy discussions.” 

The Werne compressor station was built in 1970. It is a central link in the 

German natural gas transmission system. 13 pipelines from different directions 

meet at the site, transporting natural gas from the Netherlands, also referred to 

as L-gas, and natural gas from the North Sea, also known as H-gas, to the Ruhr 

region and further on to the South. About a quarter of all natural gas piped 

across Germany passes through the Werne compressor station. 

 

 

 

 
 
Background info on L/H-gas conversion 
As there are different sources and supply routes for natural gas imported into Germany, the gas 

is divided into two qualities with different methane levels: L-gas (low-calorific gas) and H-gas 

(high-calorific gas). With gas production in Germany and the Netherlands past its peak, the share 

of L-gas is set to drop in the medium term; by about 90 percent until 2030. As a result, some six 

million domestic gas appliances for heating and hot water production as well as industrial gas 

burning systems will have to be switched form L-gas to H-gas, which is roughly 25 percent of the 

total gas market. 

 

 

 
 

With a pipeline network of around 12,000 kilometres in length, Open Grid Europe is Germany’s 
leading transmission system operator. 1,650 employees provide safe, customer-focused gas 
transportation throughout Germany.  
 
Open Grid Europe actively supports the European gas market, working together with European 
transmission system operators to create the right conditions for international gas transportation and 
trading. At approx. 758 billion kilowatt hours, the annual exit volume of Open Grid Europe accounts 
for about two thirds of Germany’s total gas consumption. 
 
For more information about the company, go to www.open-grid-europe.com. 


