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"Dialogue with Young People" visits Open Grid Europe 
 
 
The initiative group Initiativkreis Ruhr invites 50 school students to a dialogue 
with Germany's largest gas transmission company 

Anthes: We at Open Grid Europe are helping to shape the energy supply 
concept of the future 

 
 
Wolfgang Anthes, Member of the Management Board of Open Grid 
Europe GmbH and responsible for human resources, welcomed 50 
students from the Neues Gymnasium grammar school in Bochum and 
the Ratsgymnasium grammar school in Gladbeck to the company's 
headquarters in Essen yesterday within the framework of the "Dialogue 
with Young People" initiative.  
 
How does gas get from A to B? What things have to be taken into 
consideration when building natural gas pipelines? How are the 
pipelines monitored? What does Open Grid Europe do to protect the 
environment? What are the effects of the energy turnaround? These are 
just a few of the questions put to Wolfgang Anthes by the visiting 
students. Apart from posing numerous questions concerning the 
transmission of natural gas and the company's technical portfolio, the 
young visitors showed a particular interest in the subject of training, job 
profiles and career opportunities at Open Grid Europe.  
 
"This initiative offers young people an ideal opportunity to establish 
contact with companies in the region and become acquainted with 
potential future employers," Wolfgang Anthes explained. "This exchange 
of ideas and opinions is also important to us as a company. It gives us 
an idea of what young people think about, their interests and their 
expectations of their working lives. We believe that being continuously 
concerned with the wishes and expectations of future employees is a 
major aspect of sustainability," he emphasized.  
 
The students showed a great interest in the training offered by Open 
Grid Europe and the chances of being taken on by the company. Open 
Grid Europe trains people at seven locations throughout the country. 
These are situated in North Rhine-Westphalia (Essen), Lower Saxony 
(Krummhörn), Bavaria (Waidhaus, Bierwang, Wildenranna), Hesse 
(Gernsheim) and Rhineland-Palatinate (Mittelbrunn). The occupations 
for which formal training is offered range from industrial business 
management assistant and chemical laboratory assistant, industrial 
mechanic and electronic technician, right through to IT specialist and 
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media designer. The trainees in some occupations also have an 
opportunity to study for a bachelor's degree in parallel with their training.  
 
When asked about what the company actually expects of its trainees 
and new employees, Anthes responded by saying: "We wish for new 
colleagues who are eager to learn, who have interested and enquiring 
minds, who are willing to take on responsibility and contribute towards 
the further development of the company. They can help us to shape the 
energy supply concept of the future." 
 
Initiativkreis Ruhr (Ruhr Initiative Group) 
Initiativkreis Ruhr is an amalgamation of around 60 commercial 
enterprises who are concerned with promoting the structural 
transformation within the Ruhr region. The group's objective is to further 
the development of the Ruhr region and to boost its future viability and 
competitive capacity. The group primarily uses the financial resources 
placed at its disposal by the member companies to sponsor innovative 
and educational projects. Visit www.i-r.de for further information about 
Initiativkreis Ruhr (in German only). 
 
 
Open Grid Europe GmbH 
Open Grid Europe is Germany's leading gas transmission company with 
a transportation network of around 12,000 km in length. With this 
modern, efficient pipeline network and a comprehensive range of 
services, Open Grid Europe offers and arranges future-oriented 
transportation solutions for natural gas and bio-natural gas. Visit 
www.open-grid-europe.com for more detailed information about the 
company. 
 
 
You will also find press photos at www.open-grid-europe.com. 
 
 


