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Hydrogen transmission
EWE NETZ secures option to connect to H. core network in Dorpen

Contract signed for connection to Nordsee-Ruhr-Link lll

¢ EWE NETZ and OGE agree tie-in tee

¢ Connection to H, core network in Dérpen

¢ Bridge between core network and regional pipeline system
¢ Prerequisite for regional H, connection

Gas network operators Open Grid Europe GmbH (OGE) and EWE NETZ have signed an agreement for
a tie-in tee on Nordsee-Ruhr-Link Ill, giving the distribution network operator the option of
connecting its regional distribution network in Emsland to Germany's future hydrogen transmission
infrastructure at a later point in time.

Nordsee-Ruhr-Link Il is part of the hydrogen core network, which the Federal Network Agency and
the German government commissioned OGE and other gas transmission system operators to build in
October 2024. It is designed to connect national producers and consumers of hydrogen and will link
up with the northern hydrogen import corridor. This makes Nordsee-Ruhr-Link Il the main route for
moving hydrogen from the north, where most of it is produced, to the main consumption centres in
western Germany. The pipeline, for which the core network has set a commissioning date of 2027,
will run for approximately 122 kilometres from Bunde in East Frisia through the Emsland region to
Wettringen in North Rhine-Westphalia. From there the hydrogen will flow via other core network
pipelines to metropolitan areas and consumers in other sectors, such as industry.

The Emsland region and Nordsee-Ruhr-Link Il stand to benefit from each other in that the numerous
tie-in options along the route will give local hydrogen producers and consumers access to the
Germany-wide core network. EWE NETZ and OGE have agreed on a tie-in tee in Dorpen, which will
allow regional customers to be connected as and when required.

As a regional distribution network operator, EWE NETZ is responsible for the energy infrastructure in
large parts of north-western Germany and Brandenburg. With this potential tie-in point, the company
is laying the groundwork for integrating industrial sites, municipal projects and other large consumers
in the Emsland region into a supra-regional hydrogen infrastructure in the future.

The tie-in tee is the physical interface between the hydrogen core network and the regional network
and is a prerequisite for the future interconnection of both pipeline systems.

EWE NETZ is thus embracing hydrogen as a key component of tomorrow's energy landscape. This was
welcomed by OGE's CTO Detlef Briiggemeyer: "We are delighted that, along with the district of
Emsland and other distribution system operators, EWE NETZ has now secured a connection to
Nordsee-Ruhr-Link Il and is supporting the ramp-up of hydrogen."



Jorn Machheit, Managing Director of EWE NETZ, said: "The hydrogen ramp-up will only work if
regional hydrogen networks are considered at an early stage. With the tie-in option in Dérpen, we are
providing the bridge between the future hydrogen core network and our regional network
infrastructure. This will allow us to respond quickly to specific needs."

Background: To allow gas customers to participate in the hydrogen ramp-up, OGE can provide a tie-in
point for a branch line whose shape resembles the letter T, hence the term "tee". Securing the tee
itself does not involve any further investment in a pipeline connection or the booking of
transportation capacities on the OGE network at that stage.

The development of a hydrogen infrastructure complements the ongoing transformation of the
electricity and gas networks. For EWE NETZ, this means further developing existing network
infrastructure from a technical perspective and gradually preparing it for the integration of climate-
neutral gases. The tie-in option in Dorpen is a concrete building block for systematically interlinking
the regional network infrastructure with the future hydrogen core network.
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H: core network connection agreed in Emsland:

(from left) EImar Scholl (Commercial Project Manager, NRL Ill), Michael Stroetmann (Technical Project
Manager, NRL Ill), Thomas Gétze (EWE NETZ), Detlef Briiggemeyer (OGE CTO), J6rn Machheit (EWE
NETZ Managing Director), Selina Breilmann (Customer Solutions, OGE) and Nick Schulz (Customer
Solutions, OGE). © Emsland district

Media contact:

EWE NETZ

Mareike Baudis Volker Diebels

Tel. +49 (0)441 4805-1853 Tel.: +49 (0)441 4805-1815
Mail: mareike.baudis@ewe.de Mail: volker.diebels@ewe.de

EWE NETZ GmbH
Cloppenburger StralRe 302
26133 Oldenburg

Open Grid Europe


mailto:mareike.baudis@ewe.de
mailto:volker.diebels@ewe.de

Anika Leimbrink
Tel. +49 (0)1605244270
Mail: anika.leimbrink@oge.net

Open Grid Europe GmbH
KallenbergstraRe 5
45141 Essen

About EWE NETZ:

Oldenburg-based EWE NETZ GmbH is a company belonging to the EWE Group. It is indirectly owned by EWE AG
(95.9%) as well as towns and municipalities in the Ems-Weser-Elbe region. EWE NETZ operates electricity and
gas networks in this region as well as gas networks in parts of Brandenburg and Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania.
In addition, EWE NETZ builds state-of-the-art telecommunications networks. Its infrastructure is characterised
by a high level of supply security and highly efficient operation. In 2024, the company invested around €446
million in the quality and expansion of its networks. These contracts are usually awarded to local companies.
With an annual turnover of €1.88 billion (2024) and around 1,900 employees, the company is one of the largest
network operators in Germany.

About OGE:

OGE gets gaseous molecules flowing. We create and maintain a modern, safe and efficient infrastructure for
natural gas, hydrogen and CO2. Our pipeline network with a length of more than 12,000 kilometres is
fundamental to Germany's energy supply and ensures the prosperity of our society. As the market-leading gas
transmission system operator, we are a pioneer, driver and enabler of the energy transition and climate neutrality.
We see ourselves as transformation consultants and service providers for industry, power plants, distribution
system operators and our partners from production and politics. The OGE Group is also a future-proof, modern
workplace for more than 2,000 people. In the interests of our employees and shareholders, we continually adapt
our business model to ensure lastingly profitable development.

For more information on the company, go to www.oge.net.
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