PRESS RELEASE

Essen, 27 January 2021
Deodorisation plant in Schwörstadt commissioned on schedule



Greater security of supply for Germany and North-West Europe
Increased flexibility in cross-border gas transmission

The Schwörstadt deodorisation plant, which is a first in Europe, was commissioned on schedule in
December 2020. It is located in the district of Lörrach (Baden-Württemberg) in the immediate vicinity of
the Swiss border. During the course of commissioning, the technical inspection authority TÜV Süd
completed its final acceptance tests. The plant was built in just under one and a half years and is
designed to remove previously added odorant from up to 900,000 standard cubic metres of natural
gas per hour.
The deodorisation plant is a joint project by Fluxys TENP GmbH and Open Grid Europe GmbH and
part of a transnational flow reversal project. Flow reversal means that natural gas can be shipped in
both directions, from north to south and vice versa. The plant helps to further increase flexibility on the
Trans Europa Naturgas Pipeline (TENP) system by enabling the transmission of odorised natural gas
from southern Europe, regardless of its origin.
The deodorisation plant strengthens security of supply in Germany and North-West Europe. Due to the
European character of the TENP pipelines, which link up several countries, the deodorisation plant is
recognised a Project of Common Interest and was therefore eligible for funding by the European Union
under the watchful eye of the Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA).
In France, natural gas is already odorised in the transmission system. In Germany, this is only done
when it reaches the local distribution network, so before the gas can be transported through the
German transmission network, it has to undergo processing to lower the odorant concentration. This is
done at the Schwörstadt deodorisation plant.
The TENP pipeline system is a north-south and (since 2018) also a south-north connection for the
transmission of natural gas through Europe. Stretching over some 500 kilometres, it runs from the
German-Dutch border (near Aachen) to the German-Swiss border (near Wallbach). The owner of the
pipeline system is TENP GmbH & Co. KG which is co-owned by Open Grid Europe (51 percent) and
Fluxys TENP GmbH (49 percent). The TENP pipeline capacities are marketed by Open Grid Europe
GmbH and Fluxys TENP GmbH.
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About OGE

OGE is one of Europe’s leading gas transmission system operators. With our pipeline network
spanning approximately 12,000 kilometres, we transport gas throughout Germany. Our geographic
location makes us the central link for gas flows across the European single market. 1,450 OGE
employees ensure security of supply. We make our network available to all market participants in a
transparent and non-discriminatory way in line with market needs. We enable energy supply. Today
and in the energy mix of the future.
For more information about the company, go to www.oge.net.

About Fluxys

Fluxys TENP GmbH is involved in the TENP pipeline system and markets about 64 % of the system’s
transmission capacity. Through its sister company Fluxys Deutschland GmbH, it also markets
approximately 24% of the NEL capacity and 16.5% of the EUGAL capacity. Fluxys TENP is part of the
Belgian Fluxys Group, which operates a storage facility and the LNG terminals in Zeebrugge and
Dunkirk as well as the Belgian gas transmission system. Through numerous shareholdings in existing
European gas infrastructure companies and projects, the Fluxys Group is aiming to increase security
of supply and market liquidity in Europe by simplifying cross-border gas transportation.
For more information about the company, go to www.fluxys.com
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