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Open Grid Europe welcomes new trainees 

 
 
In the run-up to their traineeship, 24 new trainees came in close contact with 
technology at the Essen-based company 
 

 
How does gas transport work? What is a compressor station used for? How is 
a pipeline built and what measures are taken to ensure infrastructure 
security? 24 young men and women, all of whom are beginning a traineeship 
at Germany’s largest gas grid operator on 15 August, got answers to these 
and many more questions. 

Open Grid Europe received over 1300 applications for apprenticed trades 
across Germany. The company provides training in preparation for various 
commercial, chemical-based and technical jobs. Certain career paths also 
offer trainees the chance to gain a Bachelor’s degree at the same time as they 
complete their traineeship.  

“We are pleased to see that our traineeships are in such high demand,” says 
Jörg Meissner, Head of Human Resources. During their traineeship, Open Grid 
Europe expects the trainees to show curiosity, interest and a willingness to 
learn and take on responsibility. “In return, we ensure the young people are 
well-equipped for their future career and provide them with key 
qualifications,” Meissner promises.  

The new trainees were given their first look behind the scenes in Altenessen 
on Wednesday 18 May. Accompanied by their parents, the young entrants 
visited the Altenessen field station and for the first time in the run-up to their 
traineeship came in close contact with technology, ranging from electrical 
engineering and metal construction to the laboratory. 
 
Rainer Postulka, Head of Technical Traineeships at Open Grid Europe, 
welcomed the new trainees. “Have confidence in what you discover in 
yourselves and in our experience. I hope you are open to the new challenges 
in store for you. Those who are able to combine focus and fun will find many 
doors open at Open Grid Europe.” And Christine Meier, Head of Commercial 
Traineeships, added, “We have full confidence in our choice of trainees and 
would like to begin by wishing you every success and plenty of enjoyment in 
your future work.” 
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July sees the kick-off of the application process for traineeships beginning 
next year. Young people interested should apply online at www.open-grid-
europe.com. 

 
Background: Traineeships at Open Grid Europe 
 
Open Grid Europe offers traineeships in seven locations – North Rhine-
Westphalia (Essen), Lower Saxony (Krummhörn), Bavaria (Waidhaus, 
Bierwang, Wildenranna), Hesse (Gernsheim) and Rhineland-Palatinate 
(Mittelbrunn) – for the following occupations: 
 

Industrial clerk 
Industrial clerk with parallel studies  
Industrial mechanic 
Industrial mechanic with parallel studies 
Electronics technician 
Chemical laboratory assistant 
IT specialist in application development with parallel studies  
Media designer 

 
There are currently 63 trainees in technical occupations and 10 trainees in 
commercial occupations being supervised in cooperation with E.ON Ruhrgas 
AG across Germany. The number of young women being trained at the 
various field stations totals five. 
 
Technical trainees gain vocational experience in a variety of field stations and 
plants across Germany; similarly, commercial trainees rotate between 
departments across the company and are based at technical sites in the first 
year of their traineeship, allowing them insights into the complex technical 
world of gas transport. All trainees attend regular training courses and 
seminars which go beyond the actual content of the traineeship.  
For instance, every year a stock market management game is organised and – 
what’s more – the trainees are able to get involved in social initiatives as part 
of a corporate volunteering programme. 
 
 
 
Open Grid Europe GmbH 
Open Grid Europe, a subsidiary of E.ON Ruhrgas AG based in Essen, is Germany's 
leading gas transmission company. With its ultra-modern, efficient system of approx. 
12,000 km of pipeline and comprehensive technical services, Open Grid Europe offers 
and arranges innovative, forward-looking transportation solutions for natural gas 
and biomethane. Further company details can be found at  
www.open-grid-europe.com. 
 


