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Press Release 
 
Essen, 3 November 2022 
 
Preparations underway for the construction of the TENP III 
natural gas pipeline 
 

 Working strip to be provided along pipeline route in the Palatinate 

Forest with logging of trees to start in November 2022 

 Replacement of telecommunications cables 

 TENP I pipe string in Rhineland-Palatinate to be replaced in 2023 

The Trans-European Natural Gas Pipeline (TENP) system is one of the most 
important European pipeline links for the supply of natural gas. It runs for about 
500 km from the German-Dutch border to the Swiss border and consists of two 
pipe strings, TENP I and TENP II. 
 
From spring 2023, an existing 51 km section of TENP I between Mittelbrunn 
and Klingenmünster in Rhineland-Palatinate will have to be replaced. For 
technical reasons this replacement will involve the construction of an entirely 
new pipeline, which means that along this section TENP I will become TENP III. 
Almost 95 percent of the pipes will be replaced within the existing corridor. The 
TENP I pipes will be removed first, and the new TENP III pipeline will then be 
built almost entirely along the same route. 
 
On 25 October 2022, the Structural and Approval Directorate of Northern 
Rhineland-Palatinate as the responsible approval authority issued its planning 
approval decision, thus giving the official go-ahead for the TENP III project. On 
7 November, OGE as the organisation responsible for the safety and operation 
of the pipeline system will start preparing the working strip along the pipeline 
section in the Palatinate Forest. This will include, above all, clearing areas from 
vegetation. The working strip will be needed, among other things, for the 
delivery and removal of the pipes and for construction vehicles. The 
preparations are expected to take 12 weeks.  
 
Interference with nature and the landscape will be kept to a minimum: For the 
working strip, priority will be given to areas where the construction work for 
TENP II took place. In forest areas, the existing forest aisles will be used.  
 
For more information about TENP, go to: Construction projects | OGE 
 
Trans Europa Naturgas Pipeline GmbH & Co. KG is a subsidiary of the two gas 
transmission system operators Open Grid Europe GmbH and Fluxys TENP 
GmbH. OGE has been commissioned to provide the general engineering 
services for the TENP III expansion project. 
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About TENP 
The owner of the pipeline is Trans Europa Naturgas Pipeline GmbH & Co. KG 
(TENP GmbH & Co. KG, abbreviated TENP), in which Open Grid Europe 
GmbH (OGE) holds a 51% stake and Fluxys TENP GmbH a 49% stake. The 
transmission capacities of the TENP pipeline system are marketed by OGE and 
Fluxys TENP. OGE is the operator. 
 
About OGE  
OGE is one of Europe’s leading gas transmission system operators. With our 
pipeline network spanning approximately 12,000 kilometres, we transport gas 
throughout Germany. Our geographic location makes us the central link for gas 
flows across the European single market. 1,450 OGE employees ensure 
security of supply. We make our network available to all market participants in a 
transparent and non-discriminatory way in line with market needs. We enable 
energy supply. Today and in the energy mix of the future. For more information 
about the company, go to www.oge.net.  
 
About Fluxys TENP 
Fluxys TENP GmbH holds a stake in the TENP pipeline system and markets 
about 64 % of its transmission capacities. Fluxys also markets about 24 % of 
NEL's system capacity and 16.5 % of EUGAL's capacity via its sister company 
Fluxys Deutschland GmbH. Fluxys TENP is wholly owned by the Belgian Fluxys 
Group, an independent energy infrastructure company which, in addition to gas 
transmission systems, also operates a storage facility and the LNG terminals in 
Zeebrugge and Dunkerque. In this way, the Fluxys Group makes a significant 
contribution to connecting the gas markets and increasing security of supply in 
Europe. For more information about the company, go to www.fluxys.com. 


