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Press release 

Open Grid Europe and Fluxys tighten cross-border cooperation: 
simplified gas transmission between Germany and Belgium 
 
Brussels/Essen, 1 August 2011 – Open Grid Europe, Germany's leading TSO, 
and Belgian TSO Fluxys will be offering a bundled cross-border capacity product 
from 14 September 2011. The product is to simplify significantly the process for 
market participants to buy firm day-ahead gas transmission capacity between 
the Zeebrugge Hub in Belgium and the NetConnect Germany Virtual Trading 
Point (NCG VTP). 
 
The bundled day-ahead capacity will be made available through capsquare, the electronic 
platform initiated by Fluxys and French TSO GRTgaz for buying and selling capacity. A 
simple click-and-book system allows quick and convenient handling: market participants 
obtain in one single step from both network operators the capacities needed for cross-
border gas transmission.  
 
As from today interested shippers can register with capsquare to participate in buying 
the day-ahead bundled capacity. Shippers should start registration with capsquare no 
later than 26 August 2011 in order to be able to make bookings as from launch of the 
capacity product on 14 September 2011. Registration as shipper with Open Grid Europe 
and Fluxys is required as well. The bundled day-ahead capacity will be offered on a first 
committed, first served basis every day between 12:00 and 16:00 CET. The product will 
first be offered on 14 September 2011 for the next day, 15 September 2011. All 
necessary information on the registration process can be found at www.capsquare.eu.  
 
"This trend-setting cooperation greatly simplifies cross-border gas transmission to the 
benefit of our customers and makes the European hubs move even closer together. The 
collaboration with Fluxys underscores our pioneering role in the development of market 
areas," said Stephan Kamphues, Chairman of the Open Grid Europe Board of 
Management. “Open Grid Europe and Fluxys started already in 2010 talks to develop 
pragmatic solutions to facilitate cross-border trade. One of the main obstacles is the lack 
of harmonisation between the neighbouring regulatory systems.” 
 
"This cooperation with Open Grid Europe is a major step in offering a joint environment 
to the community of shippers and traders to make optimum use of interconnection 
capacity between the German and Belgian markets," said Walter Peeraer, Chairman of 
the Executive Board and CEO of Fluxys. "From the very onset it was our vision to develop 
capsquare into a multi-TSO platform with a European scope. A thorough streamlining of 
national regulatory approaches would significantly help the process of making the 
integrated North-Western European gas market come true." 
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Picture (see attachment): 
Cross-border cooperation (from left): Walter Peeraer (Chairman of the Executive Board 
and CEO of Fluxys) and Stephan Kamphues (Chairman of the Open Grid Europe Board of 
Management.) signed the contract at the Fluxys Head Office in Brussels. (Photo: Fluxys) 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Bérénice Crabs (Fluxys), +32 2 282 72 30; e-mail berenice.crabs@fluxys.com 
 
Mirco Hillmann (Open Grid Europe), +49 201 3642 12631; e-mail mirco.hillmann@open-
grid-europe.com  
 
 
About Fluxys 
Fluxys is the independent operator of the natural gas transmission and storage 
infrastructure in Belgium. Through its subsidiary Fluxys LNG the company also operates 
the Zeebrugge liquefied natural gas terminal. Driven by its first mover approach Fluxys 
has developed its infrastructure into a central crossroads for international gas flows in 
North-Western Europe. Further company details can be found at www.fluxys.com  
 

About Open Grid Europe 
Open Grid Europe, a subsidiary of E.ON Ruhrgas AG based in Essen, is Germany's leading 
gas transmission company. With its ultra-modern, efficient system of approx. 12,000 km 
of pipeline and comprehensive technical services, Open Grid Europe offers and arranges 
innovative, forward-looking transportation solutions for natural gas and biomethane. 
Further company details can be found at www.open-grid-europe.com.  

 
 
 


